
 
 

LUIS ARIAS VS. ARIF MAGOMEDOV 

USBA MIDDLEWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 

ADDED TO ANDRE WARD VS. SERGEY KOVALEV PAY-PER-VIEW UNDERCARD 

 

WARD-KOVALEV 2: “THE REMATCH” SET FOR SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 2017 

AT MANDALAY BAY EVENTS CENTER, LAS VEGAS 

PRESENTED LIVE BY HBO PAY-PER-VIEW® 
 

NEW YORK, NY (April 27, 2017) –  USBA Middleweight Champion Luis “Cuba” Arias (17-0, 8 

KOs) and prime contender Arif “The Predator” Magomedov (18-1, 11 KOs) will lead off the HBO 

Pay-Per-View lineup for Andre Ward vs. Sergey Kovalev 2: “The Rematch” on Saturday, June 17 at the 

Mandalay Bay Events Center in Las Vegas. The championship event, presented by Corona Extra, will be 

produced and distributed live by HBO Pay-Per-View
®
 beginning at 9:00 p.m. ET/6:00 p.m. PT. 

 

Arias will be defending his title and undefeated record against one of the division’s top prospects. 

Magomedov has previously held the WBO’s Inter-Continental, Youth and NABO middleweight titles 

with only a single career loss coming against Andrew Hernandez for the vacant WBC USNBC 

middleweight title. Both fighters are eager to make an impression during their Las Vegas debut.  

 

"Finally my opportunity has come. The road to the big stage has been long but it's here and I’m ready. It's 

time to prove to the world that I am a threat to anyone in this division. I have been saying it for some 

time, my record shows it, but now I’ll get the chance to prove it,” said Arias. “I'm coming to make a 

statement on June 17! My opponent has been beat before and will be beat again. Thanks to Roc Nation 

Sports and my handlers for making this happen. A new star will be born." 

 

“My goal is to be a world champion. I have been waiting for a fight like this. Arias is a tough opponent 

but I will be ready for him,” said Magomedov. “I am so excited to work with my new trainer, Marco 

Contreras and to fight on HBO Pay-Per-View. Be ready for ‘The Predator’ on June 17.” 

 

“If the heat between the Ward-Kovalev rivalry hasn’t been felt yet, then the cross promotional matchup of 

Roc Nation Sports’ Luis Arias and Main Events’ Arif Magomedov will certainly add fuel to the fire,” said 

Roc Nation President & Chief of Branding and Strategy Michael R. Yormark. “We are excited to have 

USBA Middleweight Champion Luis Arias make his HBO Pay-Per-View debut in Las Vegas and open 

the telecast with a title defense on June 17 against Arif Magomedov.” 
  
“Arif has been ready for this fight since the first Kovalev-Ward card in November. We are so pleased to 

finally give him this match-up,” said Main Events CEO Kathy Duva. “This is a huge opportunity for both 



Arif and Luis to test themselves on such a big stage. A win or a good showing by either fighter could 

catapult them in the rankings and put them on the map in this stacked middleweight division.” 

 

USBA Middleweight Champion Luis “Cuba” Arias (17-0, 8 KOs), 26, takes great pride in his Cuban 

heritage. The Milwaukee-native chose his nickname in homage to his father’s homeland and its people, 

honoring them each time he steps into the ring. A former USA junior amateur standout, Arias made his 

professional debut on November 10, 2012 at Staples Center in Los Angeles, California, where he defeated 

Josh Thorpe via a four-round unanimous decision. Since joining Roc Nation Sports in February of 2015, 

Arias has advanced his undefeated record, paving way for his first title shot on August 20, 2016. In a 

homecoming at the Milwaukee Center, Arias captured the vacant USBA Middleweight title with a 

stoppage of Detroit’s Darryl Cunningham at the 1:11 mark of the fourth round. Arias successfully 

defended his title on March 31, 2017 at the Carnegie Music Hall in Pittsburgh, winning a 10-round 

unanimous decision over Virginia’s Scott Sigmon. All three judges scored the fight 99-91 for Arias who 

put on a potent body punching display to settle a long-standing grudge with Sigmon. 

 

Arif “The Predator” Magomedov (18-1, 11 KOs), 24, is a middleweight from Kizlyar, Russia. He made 

his professional debut in January of 2013 when he earned a decision win over Ruslan Sirazhev in Russia. 

Magomedov would go on to finish 2013 with a bang, posting a record of 8-0 with 6 KOs and none of 

those six opponents made it past the third round. He made his US debut in April of 2015 when he 

unanimously outpointed tough journeyman Derrick Findley. In May of 2015, he earned one of the biggest 

wins of his career when he scored a first-round knockout over the always tough and durable Darnell 

Boone. In July of 2015, Magomedov cruised to a unanimous decision win over previously undefeated and 

rising prospect Derrick Webster. In his most recent bout, Magomedov scored a second-round TKO over 

Chris Herrmann in Moscow, Russia. Arif is co-promoted by Main Events and Shamo Boxing and 

managed by Egis Klimas. 

 

Ward vs. Kovalev 2: “The Rematch,” a 12-round mega-fight for the WBO/IBF/WBA Light 

Heavyweight World Championships, is presented by Roc Nation Sports, Main Events, Andre Ward 

Promotions, Krusher Promotions and Corona Extra, sponsored by Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino, and 

Powered by Monster. The championship event takes place Saturday, June 17 at the Mandalay Bay Events 

Center in Las Vegas and will be produced and distributed live by HBO Pay-Per-View® beginning at 9:00 

p.m. ET/6:00 p.m. PT. Tickets for Ward-Kovalev 2: “The Rematch” are available on axs.com and at the 

Mandalay Bay Events Center box office.  

 

MEDIA CREDENTIAL REQUESTS:  Click Here 

 

### 

 

ABOUT ROC NATION SPORTS  

Roc Nation Sports, a sub-division of Roc Nation, launched in spring 2013. Founder Shawn "JAY Z" 

Carter's love of sports led to the natural formation of Roc Nations Sports, supporting athletes in the same 

way Roc Nation has been working alongside and advocating for artists in the music industry for years. 

Roc Nation Sports focuses on elevating athletes' career on a global scale both on and off the field. Roc 

Nation Sports conceptualizes and executes marketing and endorsement deals, community outreach, 

charitable tie-ins, media relations and brand strategy. Roc Nation Sports launched its boxing division, a 

full service promotional company which represents Five-Time World Champion Miguel Cotto and 

Unified Light Heavyweight World Champion Andre Ward, in August 2014. Roc Nation Sports' roster 

includes premiere athletes such as Robinson Cano, Skylar Diggins, Kevin Durant, Geno Smith, Victor 

Cruz, CC Sabathia, James Young, Dez Bryant, Ndamukong Suh, Rusney Castillo, Yoenis Cespedes, 

Jaelen Strong, Todd Gurley, Erick Aybar, Justise Winslow, Willie Cauley-Stein, Jerome Boateng, Miguel 

https://www.axs.com/events/313780/ward-vs-kovalev-2-the-rematch-tickets
http://magnamedia.com/credential_form.php?event_id=180&event_description=Ward%20vs.%252Kovalev%202


Sano, CJ Prosise, Ronnie Stanley, Henry Ellenson, Caris LeVert, Mike Gbinije, Melvin Ingram, Rudy 

Gay, Ty Lawson, Leonard Fournette, Juju-Smith-Schuster, Isaac Rochell, Josh Hart and Dwayne Bacon. 

 

ABOUT MAIN EVENTS PROMOTIONS 

Main Events is internationally recognized as one of the top boxing promotional firms in the world. Main 

Events has promoted boxing legends Evander Holyfield, Arturo Gatti, Lennox Lewis, Pernell Whitaker 

and many more. Main Events was founded in 1978 by Hall-of-Fame promoter Dan Duva, who passed 

away in 1996, and is now run by his widow Kathy Duva. Main Events is committed to promoting quality 

fights that boxing fans want to see. Currently, Main Events promotes a stacked roster of international 

contenders, including former WBO, IBF and WBA Light Heavyweight World Champion Sergey 

"Krusher" Kovalev. Main Events gained a reputation throughout the 80’s and 90’s as the sport’s number 

one incubator for new talent. Nearly 40 years after the company’s birth, Main Events is still turning out 

boxing stars and future world champions. 

 

ABOUT THE MANDALAY BAY EVENTS CENTER 

Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino is set on 120 lush acres featuring Mandalay Bay Beach, a tropical pool 

paradise with real sand. The Mandalay Bay Events Center, award-winning restaurants, exhilarating 

entertainment, unique shopping, Shark Reef Aquarium and the recently expanded 2-million-square-foot 

Mandalay Bay Convention Center combine to make Mandalay Bay a distinctive Las Vegas resort 

destination. The resort offers three distinct hotel experiences: Mandalay Bay with 3,211 luxurious rooms 

and suites reflecting a modern tropical ambiance; Four Seasons Hotel, a AAA Five Diamond hotel 

offering 424 rooms and suites; and the luxury all-suite Delano Las Vegas.  Mandalay Bay is an indirect 

wholly owned subsidiary of MGM Resorts International (NYSE: MGM). For more information and 

reservations, visit mandalaybay.com, call toll free at (877) 632-7800 or find us on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

ABOUT CONSTELLATION BRANDS 

Constellation Brands (NYSE: STZ and STZ.B), a Fortune 500® company, is a leading international 

producer and marketer of beer, wine and spirits with operations in the U.S., Mexico, Canada, New 

Zealand and Italy. Constellation is the No. 3 beer company in the U.S. with high-end, iconic imported 

brands such as Corona Extra, Corona Light, Modelo Especial, Modelo Negra and Pacifico. The 

company's beer portfolio also includes Ballast Point, one of the most awarded craft brewers in the U.S. In 

addition, Constellation is the world's leader in premium wine, selling great brands that people love, 

including Robert Mondavi, Clos du Bois, Kim Crawford, Meiomi, Mark West, Franciscan Estate, Ruffino 

and The Prisoner. The company's premium spirits brands include SVEDKA Vodka, Casa Noble Tequila, 

and High West Whiskey. 

 

Based in Victor, N.Y., the company believes that industry leadership involves a commitment to brand 

building, our trade partners, the environment, our investors and to consumers around the world who 

choose our products when celebrating big moments or enjoying quiet ones. Founded in 1945, 

Constellation has grown to become a significant player in the beverage alcohol industry with more than 

100 brands in its portfolio, about 40 facilities and approximately 8,000 talented employees. We express 

our company vision: to elevate life with every glass raised. To learn more, visit www.cbrands.com. 

 

Follow the conversation using #WardKovalev. Follow us: 

 

  

    

www.andresogward.com @AndreWard @AndreSogWard /AndreSogWard  

www.kovalboxer.com @KrusherKovalev @SergeyKrusherKovalev /thekrusher /kovalboxer 

www.throneboxing.com @RocNation @RocNationSports /RocNation /RocNation 

www.mainevents.com @Main_Events @Main_Events /MainEventsBoxing /MEBoxingSeries 

http://www.mandalaybay.com/
http://www.facebook.com/mandalaybay
http://twitter.com/MandalayBay
http://www.cbrands.com/


www.insidehboboxing.com @HBOboxing @HBOboxing /HBOboxing /HBOSports 

www.mandalyabay.com @MandalayBay @MandalayBay /MandalayBay  

 

CONTACTS: 

Lauren Menache, Roc Nation Sports: (212) 889-0440 (O), lauren@berkcommunications.com  

Marina Bui, Roc Nation Sports: (212) 889-0440 (O), marina@berkcommunications.com  

Ellen Haley, Main Events: 973-903-6715 (O), ehaley@mainevents.com   

Patrick Byrne, HBO: 212-512-1361 (O), patrick.byrne@hbo.com 

Scott Ghertner, MGM Resorts International: 702-692-6750 (O), sghertner@mgmresorts.com   

Lisa Campos, MGM Resorts International: 702-692-6726 (O), lcampos@mgmresorts.com  
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